
BOARD 
Chair: Greg Urban chair.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect:  Andrew Wallace, chairelect.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Jennifer Stack, pastchair.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Jeannie Cushman, secretary.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Charles Arnold, treasurer.area1@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
Cape Cod & Islands* 
CT: Vicki Moroski, ct.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Greater Boston* 
New Hampshire: Laurie Kubik, nh.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Eastern MA*: Jennifer Dalrymple, ma.area1@handbellmusicians.org 
Western MA: Audrey Pierce, westernma.area1@handbellmusicians.org
ME: Dana Humphreys, me.area1@handbellmusicians.org
RI: Jill Boday, ri.area1@handbellmusicians.org
VT: Kimberlee Strepka, vt.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership Chair: Susan Schultz, membership.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Education Liaison: Kristen Russo, educationliaison.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Communications/Historian/Newsletter: Amy Rollins, communications.area1@
handbellmusicians.org
Scholarships: scholarship.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Chime Loan Program: Meredith Gaines, chimeloaner.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar: Susan Schultz, registrar.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Casey Spring, webmaster.area1@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 1 (CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)

AREA 1 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 1 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area1.handbellmusicians.org	  
Facebook: facebook.com/HMAarea1 
Youtube: youtube.com/@area1handbellmusiciansofam265

Area Spotlights
What’s Happening in Your Area

*Eastern MA is a redistricting effort; this region includes all 
of Eastern MA, including Greater Boston, Cape Cod & Islands

Area 1 Announces Festival Conference 2027 Clinicians

2027

AREA  1  FESTIVAL  CONFERENCE

Save the Dates: JUNE 24-27, 2027 
Venue to be announced soon 

Visit area1.handbellmusicians.org/festival-conference as more details become available

Lynn Atkins 
Bronze and Coppers

Kimberlee Strepka 
Massed and Tins
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AREA 2 (NJ, NY, PA)

AREA 2 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Billy Mild, chair.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: David Sherman, chairelect.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Sarah Hazel, pastchair.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary/Registrar: Jean Coniber, secretary.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Shawn Gingrich, treasurer.area2@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Kathie Bittenbender, membership.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: Lynn Morgan, education.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: TBD, historian.area2@handbellmusicians.org 
Workshops/Mentoring: Gail Posey, workshops.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: TBD
Social Media: Elizabeth Nowik, communications.area2@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 2 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area2.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/hmaarea2
Instagram: instagram.com/hmaarea2	

AREA 2 CHIME LOAN PROGRAM
It is the purpose of Area 2’s Handchime Lending Program 
to promote the ringing of handchimes in schools, churches 
and communities throughout our area of Pennsylvania, 
New York, New Jersey, and Ontario.
About The Loan Program
AGEHR Area 2 has five three-octave sets of Handchimes 
to loan.
The loan period will be one of the following:
• One school year (September 1-June 1) with return of the 
handchimes to Area 2 by June 15
• One summer session (July 1-August 15) with return of 
the handchimes to Area 2 by August 22
Eligibility Requirements
Any public or private school, church, or community group 
within HMA Area 2 is eligible to apply for the Handchime 
Lending Program.
Handchimes will be loaned only once to a particular 
school, church, or community group.
Preference will be given to a different school district 
before another school within the same school district is 
considered.

Preference will be given to schools, churches or 
community groups with existing music programs.
The applicant must be a member of Handbell Musicians 
of America or agree to become a member if lending 
application is approved. Membership must be completed 
before handchimes are delivered.
For more information about the Area 2 Chime Loan 
Program and how to apply, please visit 
https://area2.handbellmusicians.org/handchime-lending/

Photo courtesy of Schulmerich  Bells, LLC.
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BOARD 
Chair: Debbie Henning, chair.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Allison Keisler, chairelect.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Kerry Johnston, pastchair.area3@handbellmusicians.org
DE/MD Eastern Shore: Teri Gregory, boardmember1.area3@handbellmusicians.org
DC/MD: Patricia Lane, boardmember2.area3@handbellmusicians.org
VA Northern: Alan Payne, boardmember4.area3@handbellmusicians.org
VA Southern: Reginald Fox, boardmember3.area3@handbellmusicians.org
NC: Mark Gourley, boardmember5.area3@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Secretary: Karen Simons, secretary.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Debbie Strine, treasurer.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Membership Chair: Barbara Marley, membership.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Chime Loan Chair: Kath Wissinger, chimeloan.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Composition Contest Chair: Kevin Quick, compositioncontest.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Community Ensemble Chair: Sarah Sheffield, communitychoir.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: TBD
Scholarship Chair: Mitchell Eithun, scholarship.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar 1: Gail Williams, registrar1.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Angie Chiatello, webmaster.area3@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 3 (DE, DC, MD, NC, VA )

AREA 3 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 3 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area3.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/groups/90491126540/

AArreeaa  33  AAnnnnoouunncceess  22002277  SSpprriinngg  FFeessttiivvaallss  
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AREA 4 (FL, GA, SC, PR, BS, VI)

AREA 4 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Carlos E. Rivera-Aponte, chair.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Danny Lyons, chairelect.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: William J. Murphy, pastchair.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Suzanne Holton, secretary.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Mike Lamb, treasurer.area4@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
FL: Katherine Lamb Chico, fl.area4@handbellmusicians.org 
GA: Steve Coldiron, ga.area4@handbellmusicians.org
SC: Skip Yingling, sc.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Islands: Yaddira Molano Santiago, pr.area4@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Education Chair: Kimberly Oppermann, education.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Communications Chair: Katy Ellis, communications.area4@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 4 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area4.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/area4handbells 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/@area4_HMA

MEET AREA 4’S NEW SOUTH CAROLINA 
CHAIR: SKIP YINGLING

Skip brings a 
lifetime of ringing 
to his new role as 
South Carolina 
Chair. Now Director 
of Music Ministries 
at First Presbyterian 
Church in Myrtle 
Beach, where he 
has led handbell 
programs for 
children, youth, and 
adults for over a 
decade, Skip’s roots 
run deep. He spent 
23 years with the 
Walsh Memorial 
Handbell Program 
at the Presbyterian 
Church of Morris 

Plains, NJ, serving as ringer, director, and arranger for one 
of HMA Area 2’s most storied 58-year-old ministries. That 
journey took him through countless regional festivals and on 
tour across the US, Canada, England, Scotland, Germany, 
and France. Skip is eager to bring that same energy to 
connecting and growing handbell music across South 
Carolina.

BELLS OF THE CARIBBEAN 
NOVEMBER 6–7, 2026 
UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO–CAROLINA
Thinking about joining us for a handbell adventure? We 
thought so. Make it a getaway. Sunshine, great music, and a 
community that rings together. You bring the sunscreen, we’ll 
bring the bells.

Join guest conductors 
Zilka Figueroa and 
Brenda Austin for an 
unforgettable massed 
ringing experience, 
designed for musical 
growth from 
beginner+ through 
intermediate and 
advanced levels.

Make it more than a weekend. Turn the trip into something 
unforgettable.
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BOARD 
Chair: Shannon Hardiek, chair.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Ann Wood, chairelect.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Jane Hicks Snow, secretary.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Sherri Stoffer, treasurer.area5@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
IN:  Linda Haddix, in.area5@handbellmusicians.org
OH: Cheryl Onesky, oh.area5@handbellmusicians.org 
KY: Abby Wentzel, ky.area5@handbellmusicians.org
MI: Hannah Wheaton, mi.area1@handbellmusicians.org 
WV: Joyce Armentrout, wv.area5@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Financial Administrator: Lisa Huston, finance.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: Brenda Hayden, education.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Membership Chair: Lora Lee Curren, membership.area5@handbellmusicians.org 
Communications Chair: Jonathan Martz, communications.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Eleanor Coffin, webmaster.area5@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 5 (IN, KY, MI, OH, WV)

AREA 5 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 5 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area5.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/area5HMA
Instagram: instagram.com/area5hma	
Twitter (X): @area5hma

The Music of Muncie Festival was a tremendous 
success and we are incredibly grateful to everyone who 
made it happen. Over 300 ringers came together to play 
music together and over 150 guests attended to watch 
the final performance! Area 5 was also pleased to host 
classes in between ringing sessions throughout the 
Music of Muncie festival including courses on high and 
low bass bell techniques, and incorporating percussion 
instruments into handbell performances. We would like 
to give a special thanks to the Area 5 Board Members, 
our vendors, our course clinicians, the staff of the 

Horizon Convention Center and of course our Maestro 
Jason Krug! All of you played a part in this festival and 
may you all continue to ring radiantly!
Area 5 is also tremendously honored that the HMA 
National Seminar will be coming to our own state of 
Ohio this year on July 14-18 and are excited to see so 
many of our choirs performing at the seminar. Queen 
City Bronze from Cincinnati will be the opening concert 
on July 14, Trinity Ringers from Fort Wayne will be 
performing on July 16 and Detroit Handbell Ensemble 
will be performing on Friday July 17.
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AREA 6 (AR, AL, MS, LA, TN)

AREA 6 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Les Beaver, chair.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Heather Batchelor, chairelect.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Gary Bynum, pastchair.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Carol Millard, secretary.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Ruth Howald, treasurer.area6@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
AL:  Paul McGahie, al.area6@handbellmusicians.org 
AR: Lisa Hester, ar.area6@handbellmusicians.org
LA: Mary Caldwell, la.area6@handbellmusicians.org
MS: TBD, ms.area6@handbellmusicians.org
TN: Becky Price, tn.area6@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Neri Beaver, membership.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Melissa Emerson: webmaster.area6@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 6 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area6.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064537908533
Instagram: instagram.com/handbells.area6

AREA 6 CHIME LOAN PROGRAM
Area 6 owns one three-octave set of handchimes per 
state, and will lend one set to a school for one academic 
year. Each recipient will also receive a $50 gift 
certificate to be used to purchase educational materials.
Who is eligible?
Any public school music program which would like to 
incorporate chimes into their curriculum.
What is the responsibility of the Music Educator?
* To incorporate chimes in the school music program 
for up to one academic year.
* To utilize chimes in at least two concerts during the 
academic year.
* To explore the possibility of purchasing a set of 
chimes for ongoing use in the music classroom.
* To return the chimes to the Area 6 STATE Chair at 
the end school year.
What is the responsibility of the school?
* Provide insurance coverage based on the replacement 
value of the chimes, accessories, and equipment while 
in possession of and in transit from the school district.

* Pay postage and/or shipping fees for receipt and 
return of the chimes to the appropriate Area 6 State 
Chair.
For more information about the Area 6 Chime Loan 
Program and how to apply, please visit 
area6.handbellmusicians.org/front/chime-loan-program/

Photo courtesy of Malmark Bells, Inc.
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BOARD 
Chair: Paul McKenzie, chair.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Monica McGowan, chairelect.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Jennifer Cadwell, pastchair.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Deb Madel, secretary.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Theresa Jacobson, treasurer.area7@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
ND:  TBD, ndakota.area7@handbellmusicians.org 
SD: Cheryl Ulmer, sdakota.area7@handbellmusicians.org
MN-North: Derek Bromme, minnesotanorth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
MN-Twin Cities: Akudo Omeoga, twincities.area7@handbellmusicians.org
MN-South: Paul Kingsbury, minnesotasouth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
WI-North: Denean Smith, wisconsinnorth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
WI-South: Lisa Bourget, wisconsinsouth.area7@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership Chair: Christina Herold, membership.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Publications/Newsletter: Jen Welch, editor.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Website Administrator: Paul Weller, webadmin.area7@handbellmusicians.org 
Events Coordinator: Alanna Teragawa, events.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Event Assistant: Dan Ahlman, event-assistant.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Youth Events Planner: Bonnie Tranby, youthevents.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Jordan Goodwater, historian.area7@handbellmusicians.org
C.H.I.M.E. Representative: Michelle Finlon, chime.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar: Trevor Lee, registrar.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Manitoba Representative: Ron Vert, manitoba.area7@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 7 (MN, ND, SD, WI)

AREA 7 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 7 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area7.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/HandbellMusiciansArea7

THANK YOU, AREA 7 RINGERS, FOR 
ATTENDING OUR EVENTS!
In the past year, we’ve seen fantastic turnout at our Area 7 
events, including:

•	 The Copper Ring (spring 2025)
•	 Anthornis 2025 (fall 2025)
•	 2026’s Area 7 Festival Conference (summer 2026)

And that’s not to mention the many, many worship ringings, 
community group concerts and special events, small 
ensemble performances, workshops, seminars, mini-
festivals, national events, and other bell opportunities 
keeping our ringers busy. Our Area is very active and 
continues to grow.
We look forward to seeing you at many more handbell 
events in the second half of 2026 and beyond! 

LOOKING TO GROW YOUR AUDIENCE? 
If you’d like Area 7 to publicize your next event or concert 
series in Clapper Chatter, our quarterly newsletter, or 
on social media, please reach out to editor.area7@
handbellmusicians.org with your information.

Join us for Anthornis 2026

October 30-31, 2026
Westwood Lutheran Church

St. Louis Park, MN

Featuring Emily Li, clinician

Schedule of events

Friday, October 30
•  7:00-8:45PM: Reading session; a fun, casual time to 

sight read a variety of music.

Saturday, October 31
•  8:30AM-3:30PM: Rehearsals of the Anthornis  

repertoire.
•  3:30PM: Closing concert; free and open to the public.

Sunday, November 1
•  Morning worship services at Westwood Lutheran 

Church. Up to 14 ringers will be selected to perform, 
directed by clinician Li.

Registration period: September 1 – October 15, 2026

Repertoire, costs and more details can be found at
area7.handbellmusicians.org/anthornis-2026

For those who want to ring more challenging music
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AREA 8 (IL, IA, KS, MO, NE)

AREA 8 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Lori Fenton, chair.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Nancy Blackwell, chairelect.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Chris Peck, pastchair.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Laura Kastens, secretary.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Tami Kofran, treasurer.area8@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
IA: Dick Crusinberry, ia.area8@handbellmusicians.org
IL (Central/Southern):  Chris Peck, ilcs.area8@handbellmusicians.org 
IL (Chicago): TBD, ilno.area8@handbellmusicians.org
IL (Northern): TBD, ilno2.area8.@handbellmusicians.org
KS: Amy Knudsen, ks.area8@handbellmusicians.org
       TBD, ks2.area8@handbellmusicians.org
MO: TBD, mo.area8@handbellmusicians.org
NE: Byron Jensen, ne.area8@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Lori Fenton, membership.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Education: Patrick Gagnon, education.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Laurie Austin, historian.area8@handbellmusicians.org 
Communications: Janelle Flory Schrock, communications.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Wendi Levitt, webmaster.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Financial Adviser: Stephen Swanson
Quavers Editor: Beth Ann Edwards, newslettereditor.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Events: Lori Fenton, events.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Handchimes: Nancy Youngman, chimes.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Registrars: Amy Knudsen, registrar.area8@handbellmusicians.org
                       Linda Ashley, registrar2.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Resource Librarian: Charleton Pendry, resourcelibrarian.area8@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 8 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area8.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ Area8Handbells

REMEMBERING RUTH DIEDRICHSEN 
by Nancy Youngman
Small events can literally change a person’s life path. 
The small event for me was a meeting I attended in the 
early 1980s, which featured solo handbell ringing by 
Ruth Diedrichsen as the program. I knew Ruth from the 
community band we played in. An interesting fact: Ruth was 
the first female tuba player ever in the University of Nebraska 
bands! But, being from a small town in western Nebraska, I 
had never seen someone play handbells before, and I thought 
it was the coolest thing ever.
As fate would have it, about a year later, my church decided 
to purchase a set of bells for a youth choir. Still remembering 
Ruth’s performance, I jumped at the chance to start the 
handbell choirs. When the bells arrived, we opened the 
cases. I looked at those beautiful, shiny instruments and 
then panicked! Even though I was a music major and had 
conducting experience, I had never even touched a handbell. 
So, I called Ruth and asked for help.
Ruth immediately invited me to come to her choir rehearsals 
at First Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Nebraska. They were 
a wonderful choir, and I gained so much by watching them 
ring and listening to Ruth’s instructions. Then, Ruth said that 
I had to go to an Area Festival, as that was the best place to 
learn. My first event was just six months after my church got 
the bells. It was such a great learning experience that I was 
totally hooked.
A few years later, Ruth was serving as Nebraska’s state chair 

and invited me to be on the committee. That was in 1991, 
and I am still serving on the committee! Also on the Nebraska 
Committee was National Past President and Honorary Life 
Member Mary Kettelhut, so I had two of the best mentors a 
person could have. Ruth was a dear friend of Don Allured’s 
and had him come to work with her choirs. When my adult 
choir was still very new, Don was in town, and Ruth arranged 
for him to come and work with my choir, too. We were all very 
nervous, but between the two of them, they set my choirs up 
for excellence!
Ruth had so many wonderful friendships with people such as 
Joan Shull, Maggie Tucker, Bill Griffin, Carl Wiltse, Marilyn 
Hines, and, of course, Don Allured. She was a handbell 
purist: what was on the page was what was to be played, 
down to the exact length of any note. She loved the beautiful, 
slow, choral-style anthems on which her choir shined. She 
remained active in the Guild, serving on the Area 8 Board 
and attending every event possible.
She and I attended the Portland National Seminar together, 
driving there and back, which is quite a distance from 
Nebraska. We never ran out of things to talk about: gardening, 
her huge book collection, the wonderful woodworking 
projects she was working on, and, of course, handbells. A 
lunch date with Ruth would run into an entire afternoon filled 
with the most interesting topics.
On March 19, 2026, Ruth passed away. As I look back, I 
know that, without her patience and calm guidance, I would 
be a different person today. Ruth gave me, and many others, 
the world of handbells, which is such a wonderful path to be 
on in life. Rest in peace, dear friend, and thank you!
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BOARD 
Chair: Stephanie Rhoades, chair.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Amy Epperson, chairelect.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Mark Arnold, pastchair.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Stephen Wurst, secretary.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Jeanne Christopherson, treasurer.area9@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
OK: Sheryl “Bob” Martin, okrep.area9@handnbellmusicians.org
TX-South:  Cyndi Erp-Long, txrep1.area9@handbellmusicians.org 
TX-North: Brittney Axton, txrep2.area9@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Cylinda Areno, membership.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: Stacie Brown, education.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: John Staton, communications.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Member At-Large: Kari Daelke, boardmember1.area9@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 9 (OK, TX)

AREA 9 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 9 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area9.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ HandbelMusiciansArea9
Instagram: instagram.com/ area9handbells
Twitter (X): @Area9Handbells

Fall Fanfare 2026
Four Locations & Dates to Choose From

August 15, 2026
First United Methodist Church

Round Rock, TX

August 22, 2026
First Baptist Church

Bryan, TX

September 12, 2026
McFarlin United Methodist Church

Norman, OK

September 19, 2026
King of Glory Lutheran Church

Dallas, TX

Instructional classes, reading sessions, rookie ringers,
fellowship, inspiration, lunch included!
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BOARD 
Chair: Tomi Kent, chair.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Corbin Rasmussen, chairelect.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Shelley Giaier, past chair.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Sharon Ross, secretary.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Ellie Hodder, treasurer.area10@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
AK: Caroline Valentine, ak.area10@handbellmusicians.org
ID: Jonathan Rose, id.area10@handbellmusicians.org
MT: Linda Hightower, mt.area10@handbellmusicians.org
OR: Heather Dixon, or.area10@handbellmusicians.org
WA: Julie Hunziker, wa.area10@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership Chair: Diane Hould, membership.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: Joann Wallenburn, communications.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Newsletter: Debra Pankaskie, campanologist.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Events Chair: Diane Barnes, eventschair.area10@handbellmusicians.org 
Education/Youth Chair: TBD, education_youth.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Joann Wallenburn, webmaster.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Social Media Editor, Sheri Roach, socialmedia.area10@ handbellmusicians.org

AREA 10 (AK, ID, MT, OR, WA)

AREA 10 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 10 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area10.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ HandbellMusiciansOfAmericaArea10

Fall Ringing 
Round-Up 

WHEN: various weekends 
in September, depending 
on location.   

Online registration opens 
May 1, 2026. Registration 
Fees start at $40/ringer 

Area 10’s 

2nd Annual 
WHERE:  

Willamette Valley, OR  
Boise, ID   
Central WA  
Billings, MT 
Kalispell Area, MT 

This is Area 10’s new annual event held in the years between the NOW Triennial AREA 10 
Conference.  Locations were chosen to be within a 2–3-hour drive from the hometowns 
of ringers in AREA 10.  The event is designed to bring ringers together for ringing, work-
shops and fellowship. The massed ringing will be stress free with the music, bells, and 
chimes, etc. all provided at the event. NO having to learn the music before the event. NO 
hauling equipment. AND with a workshop on Friday night to help build your skills. On 
Saturday, the group will experience taking music from sight-reading to finished product. 
Join the Fun and get to know the ringers in your “neighborhood.”  

WHO: The event is for individuals up to Full Choirs.  WHY: For skills-building and fellow-
ship     

More details can be found at:  https://area10.handbellmusicians.org/area-10-events/ 

We hope to see you there! 

Area 10 Elections  
Call for Nominees 

 The Area 10 elections for Board 
officers will be held this year.  
Area 10 is seeking nominations 
for candidates for Treasurer and 
Chair-elect.  Please contact 
Corbin Rasmussen with your 
suggestions at: 

chairelect.area10 
@handbellmusicians.org 
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AREA 11 (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)

AREA 11 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 

Chair: Anne Anderson Kelley, chair.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Sharon Schmidt, chairelect.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Past Chair: LeAnna Willmore, pastchair.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Sec/Treasurer: Jill Persichetti, treasurer.area11@handbellmusicians.org

SUB-AREA CHAIRS

Desert:  Nancy Roberts-Small, desert.area11@handbellmusicians.org 

Mountain: Andrew Smith, mountain.area11@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Events  Chair: Anne Kleve, events.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Communications: Sara Oedekoven, communications.area11@handbellmusicians.org

C.H.I.M.E Chair: Shirley Culp, chime.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Youth Representative: Magen Hansen; youth.area11@handbellmusicians.org 

Registrar: Lilly Hatch, registrar.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Camp Chair: Anne Kleve, camp.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Webmaster: Nikki Evans, webmaster.area11@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 11 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area11.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/area11handbells
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AREA 12 (CA, HI, NV)

AREA 12 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Michèle Sharik, chair.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Scott McGlasson, chairelect.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Marci Nuoffer, pastchair.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Kathy Arnold, treasurer.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Carol Flint, secretary.area12@handbellmusicians.org
STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
CA-Central:  Maggie Paton, cencal.area12@handbellmusicians.org 
CA-North: Cindy Ksiazek, norcal.area12@handbellmusicians.org
CA-South: Carol Pickford, socal.area12@handbellmusicians.org
CA-Far North: Nancy Schmitt, farnorcal.area12@handbellmusicians.org
SF-Bay: Marquise Usher, bayarea.area12@handbellmusicians.org
LA-CA-LA/OC/Ventura: Erik Der, LA-OC-V.area12@handbellmusicians.org
HI: Karen Carlisle, hi.area12@handbellmusicians.org
NV-North: Barbara Walsh, nv.area12@handbellmusicians.org
NV-South: Alison Pruett, vegas.area12@handbellmusicians.org

 
APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: TBD, membership.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Education: Elizabeth Loebig, education.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Events:  TBD, events.area12@handbellmusicians.org 
Communications: Cathryn Griggs, communications.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Vendor Liaison: Fran Sanders, vendorliaison.area12@handbellmusicianns.org
Historian: Janice Townsend, historian.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Social Media: Harley Glenn, media.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Gail Berg, webmaster.area12@handbellmusicians.orga

AREA 12 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area12.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/HandbellMusiciansOfAmericaArea12
Instagram: instagram.com/area12media	
YouTube: youtube.com/@area12handbellmusiciansofa52
Blue Sky: https://bsky.app/profile/hma-area12.bsky.social

AREA 12 RINGERS SEEN AND HEARD NEAR 
AND FAR… 
In addition to participating in local Spring Rings and regional 
festivals, many Area 12 ringers can be seen attending festivals 
and events around the world! 
Twelve ringers from Area 12 attended Distinctly Bronze East 
in 2026. This has become an annual tradition for many as 
they reunited with ringer friends from around the country and 
worked together to ring challenging music under the leadership 
of this year’s Distinctly Bronze director, Michael Glasgow, and 
Crescendo’s director, Area 12’s own Barbara Meinke.
Maggie Paton, Central California regional coordinator, spent two 
weeks in Singapore as a “foreign guest ringer” with the Ministry 
of Bellz handbell ensemble. She spent nine intensive days with 
18 international ringers and two guest conductors. 
In addition to rehearsals, they visited local primary and 
secondary schools to ring alongside students and observe 
Singapore’s handbell programs firsthand. Maggie was 
impressed by the students’ technical skill, as well as their 
responsiveness to the guest conductors and openness to new 
ideas.
“How quickly strangers can become friends when ringing 
together! Even halfway around the world, the rhythms, 
challenges, and funny moments of handbell rehearsals felt 
just like home. I’m already hoping to head back for the 2028 
International Symposium!”

We look forward to seeing old friends and making new ones as 
we continue traveling to do what we love. We hope to meet you 
at a table soon!
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