
BOARD 
Chair: Greg Urban chair.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect:  Andrew Wallace, chairelect.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Jennifer Stack, pastchair.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Jeannie Cushman, secretary.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Charles Arnold, treasurer.area1@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
Cape Cod & Islands* 
CT: Vicki Moroski, ct.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Greater Boston* 
New Hampshire: Laurie Kubik, nh.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Eastern MA*: Jennifer Dalrymple, ma.area1@handbellmusicians.org 
Western MA: Audrey Pierce, westernma.area1@handbellmusicians.org
ME: Dana Humphreys, me.area1@handbellmusicians.org
RI: Jill Boday, ri.area1@handbellmusicians.org
VT: Kimberlee Strepka, vt.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership Chair: Susan Schultz, membership.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Education Liaison: Kristen Russo, educationliaison.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Communications/Historian/Newsletter: Amy Rollins, communications.area1@
handbellmusicians.org
Scholarships: scholarship.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Chime Loan Program: Meredith Gaines, chimeloaner.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar: Susan Schultz, registrar.area1@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Casey Spring, webmaster.area1@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 1 (CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)

AREA 1 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 1 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area1.handbellmusicians.org	  
Facebook: facebook.com/HMAarea1 
Youtube: youtube.com/@area1handbellmusiciansofam265

Area Spotlights
What’s Happening in Your Area

*Eastern MA is a redistricting effort; this region includes all 
of Eastern MA, including Greater Boston, Cape Cod & Islands

Ring in Spring!
Meet new people, become more effective in your 
ringing or directing skills, learn from great direc-
tors, and share experiences with fellow handbell 
musicians in a social atmosphere.

Registration is now open for 
three Spring Rings throughout 
New England. All are welcome! 
Click this QR code or visit 
area1.handbellmusicians.
org/ state-and-local-events.

Area 1 Spotlight on Spring and Early Summer Rings throughout New England

Cape Cod & Islands Spring Ring - March 21
Harwich Community Center

Clinician: Samantha Beschta

Massachusetts Spring Ring - April 11
Tewksbury Memorial High School

Clinician: Kimberlee Strepka

Maine Spring Ring - April 11
Greely Middle School, Cumberland

Clinicians: Samantha Beschta & 
Kevin McChesney

 
Friends & Family Handbell Camp - June 26-28

Camp Toah Nipi, Ringe, NH
Stay tuned for more details!
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AREA 2 (NJ, NY, PA)

AREA 2 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Sarah Hazel, chair.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Billy Mild, chairelect.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Elizabeth Nowik, pastchair.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary/Registrar: Jean Coniber, secretary.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Shawn Gingrich, treasurer.area2@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Kathie Bittenbender, membership.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: Lynn Morgan, education.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Nancy Moore, historian.area2@handbellmusicians.org 
Workshops/Mentoring: Gail Posey, workshops.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: Jordan Allen, communications.area2@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 2 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area2.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/hmaarea2
Instagram: instagram.com/hmaarea2	
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BOARD 
Chair: Debbie Henning, chair.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Allison Keisler, chairelect.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Kerry Johnston, pastchair.area3@handbellmusicians.org
DE/MD Eastern Shore: Teri Gregory, boardmember1.area3@handbellmusicians.org
DC/MD: Patricia Lane, boardmember2.area3@handbellmusicians.org
VA Northern: Alan Payne, boardmember4.area3@handbellmusicians.org
VA Southern: Reginald Fox, boardmember3.area3@handbellmusicians.org
NC: Mark Gourley, boardmember5.area3@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Secretary: Karen Simons, secretary.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Debbie Strine, treasurer.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Membership Chair: Barbara Marley, membership.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Chime Loan Chair: Kath Wissinger, chimeloan.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Composition Contest Chair: Kevin Quick, compositioncontest.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Community Ensemble Chair: Sarah Sheffield, communitychoir.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: TBD
Scholarship Chair: Mitchell Eithun, scholarship.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar 1: Gail Williams, registrar1.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar 2: Christine Fox-Roberts, registrar2.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Angie Chiatello, webmaster.area3@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 3 (DE, DC, MD, NC, VA )

AREA 3 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 3 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area3.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/groups/90491126540/

National Seminar 
July 14-18, 2026 | Cincinnati, OH 

Are you an Area 3 HMA director that would like to attend the National Seminar?  If so, 
you can apply to receive a scholarship from Area 3.  For more information, contact 
Scholarship Chair, Mitchell Eithun, at scholarship.area3@handbellmusicians.org.  
Deadline for applications: April 15, 2026. 

AArreeaa  33  AAnnnnoouunncceess  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  

The scholarship covers 
the full registration fee. 

 
Requirements to apply: 

· resident of Area 3  
· HMA member 

· directing a handbell choir        
within Area 3 at the time of 
application and the event 

· first time attendee of 
event 

National Seminar 
July 14-18, 2026 | Cincinnati, OH 

Are you an Area 3 HMA director that would like to attend the National Seminar?  If so, 
you can apply to receive a scholarship from Area 3.  For more information, contact 
Scholarship Chair, Mitchell Eithun, at scholarship.area3@handbellmusicians.org.  
Deadline for applications: April 15, 2026. 

AArreeaa  33  AAnnnnoouunncceess  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  

The scholarship covers 
the full registration fee. 

 
Requirements to apply: 

· resident of Area 3  
· HMA member 

· directing a handbell choir        
within Area 3 at the time of 
application and the event 

· first time attendee of 
event  Spring 202632
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AREA 4 (FL, GA, SC, PR, BS, VI)

AREA 4 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Carlos E. Rivera-Aponte, chair.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Danny Lyons, chairelect.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: William J. Murphy, pastchair.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Suzanne Holton, secretary.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Mike Lamb, treasurer.area4@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
FL: Katherine Lamb Chico, fl.area4@handbellmusicians.org 
GA: Steve Coldiron, ga.area4@handbellmusicians.org
SC: TBD, sc.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Islands: Yaddira Molano Santiago, pr.area4@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Education Chair: Kimberly Oppermann, education.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Communications Chair: Katy Ellis, communications.area4@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 4 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area4.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/area4handbells 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/@area4_HMA

WHAT’S RINGING IN AREA 4?
Bells of the Caribbean
In November 2025, Area 4 returned to the warm waters 
of the Caribbean for the second edition of Bells of the 
Caribbean, held once again at the University of Puerto 
Rico–Carolina. Guest clinicians Meredith Fajardo and 
Brian Childers led two ensemble tracks, Tins and Coppers, 
welcoming 56 participants and doubling attendance from the 
inaugural year. The continued growth of this event reflects 
Area 4’s commitment to meaningful musical experiences and 
regional connection.
Mark your calendars! Bells of the Caribbean returns to the 
University of Puerto Rico–Carolina on November 6–7, 2026, 
featuring guest conductors Zilka Figueroa and Brenda 
Austin. 
Coming Soon…
The Florida Handbell Festival will take place March 13–14, 
2026, in Sun City Center, FL, with clinicians Kathryn 
Jurado and Michael Lamb. Visit the Area 4 website for 
details and registration information.

With spring just around the corner, Georgia ringers can look 
forward to Georgia Spring Ring 2026, taking place March 
7, 2026 on St. Simons Island, Georgia, with guest conductor 
Carlos Rivera Aponte. Orphan ringers are welcome, and the 
public is invited to the closing concert.
Area 4 is seeking dedicated members interested in 
leading handbell events in South Carolina. Please contact 
Area 4 Chair Carlos Rivera-Aponte at chair.area4@
handbellmusicians.org.
Bronze Under the Sun will be held June 26–27, 2026, in 
Fort Myers, Florida, under the direction of John Behnke. 
Registration details will be available soon.
Reading sessions and a technique workshop  in North 
Florida and South Georgia are planned for Fall 2026.
Scholarships are available for Area 4 events. For more 
information, contact Carlos Rivera-Aponte, Area 4 Chair, or 
visit the Area 4 website.
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BOARD 
Chair: Shannon Hardiek, chair.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Ann Wood, chairelect.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Jane Hicks Snow, secretary.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Sherri Stoffer, treasurer.area5@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
IN:  Linda Haddix, in.area5@handbellmusicians.org
OH: Cheryl Onesky, oh.area5@handbellmusicians.org 
KY: Abby Wentzel, ky.area5@handbellmusicians.org
MI: Hannah Wheaton, mi.area1@handbellmusicians.org 
WV: Joyce Armentrout, wv.area5@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Financial Administrator: Lisa Huston, finance.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: Brenda Hayden, education.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Membership Chair: Lora Lee Curren, membership.area5@handbellmusicians.org 
Communications Chair: Jonathan Martz, communications.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Eleanor Coffin, webmaster.area5@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 5 (IN, KY, MI, OH, WV)

AREA 5 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 5 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area5.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/area5HMA
Instagram: instagram.com/area5hma	
Twitter (X): @area5hma

MUSIC OF MUNCIE
Our next Music festival is titled “Music of Muncie” 
and will take place in Muncie, Indiana, on March 20-
21, 2026. Under the direction of Jason Krug, handbell 
musicians will have another chance to learn new music 
and perform together!
Jason is a composer native to Indianapolis, Ind. He 
holds a degree in music from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. He is a full-time freelance 
composer, arranger, clinician, and teacher. Since his first 
publication in 2006, he has had over 700 compositions 
and arrangements for handbells, piano, strings, organ, 

and choir. He is the owner and editor of Grassy Meadow 
Music and his works have been featured at numerous 
festivals and workshops in the United States and beyond.
His website can be found here: https://jasonwkrug.com/
The massed repertoire will include “Fantasia on ‘Azmon’” 
by Jason W. Krug, “Appassionata” arranged by Michael W. 
Joy, and “Somebody’s Knockin’ at Your Door” by Brenda 
E. Austin
The tin repertoire will include “Journey of Hope” by 
Brenda E. Austin and “Holy Manna” by Nicholas Hanson.
The copper repertoire will include “Echoes From a Weary 
World” by Jason W. Krug and “Pirates of the Caribbean” 
by Klaus Badelt and arranged by Kevin McChesney
The optional challenge piece 
is “De Profundis” arranged by 
Jason W. Krug
Registration for the event 
can be located at this 
website: https://area5.
handbellmusicians.org/spring-
festival-2026-muncie-indiana/
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AREA 6 (AR, AL, MS, LA, TN)

AREA 6 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Les Beaver, chair.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Heather Batchelor, chairelect.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Gary Bynum, pastchair.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Carol Millard, secretary.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Ruth Howald, treasurer.area6@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
AL:  TBD, al.area6@handbellmusicians.org 
AR: Lisa Hester, ar.area6@handbellmusicians.org
LA: Mary Caldwell, la.area6@handbellmusicians.org
MS: Paul McGahie, ms.area6@handbellmusicians.org
TN: Becky Price, tn.area6@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Neri Beaver, membership.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Melissa Emerson: webmaster.area6@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 6 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area6.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064537908533
Instagram: instagram.com/handbells.area6

2026 
Louisiana
Spring Ring

2026 
Louisiana
Spring Ring Cathedral-Carmel School

Lafayette, LA

20-21
MARCH

20-21
MARCH

2026 
Mississippi
Spring Ring

2026 
Mississippi
Spring Ring

24-25
APRIL
24-25

APRIL

Clinton Methodist Church
Clinton, MS
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BOARD 
Chair: Paul McKenzie, chair.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Monica McGowan, chairelect.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Jennifer Cadwell, pastchair.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Deb Madel, secretary.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Theresa Jacobson, treasurer.area7@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
ND:  TBD, ndakota.area7@handbellmusicians.org 
SD: Cheryl Ulmer, sdakota.area7@handbellmusicians.org
MN-North: Derek Bromme, minnesotanorth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
MN-Twin Cities: Akudo Omeoga, twincities.area7@handbellmusicians.org
MN-South: Paul Kingsbury, minnesotasouth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
WI-North: Denean Smith, wisconsinnorth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
WI-South: Lisa Bourget, wisconsinsouth.area7@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership Chair: Christina Herold, membership.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Publications/Newsletter: Jen Welch, editor.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Website Administrator: Paul Weller, webadmin.area7@handbellmusicians.org 
Events Coordinator: Alanna Teragawa, events.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Event Assistant: Dan Ahlman, event-assistant.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Youth Events Planner: Bonnie Tranby, youthevents.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Jordan Goodwater, historian.area7@handbellmusicians.org
C.H.I.M.E. Representative: Michelle Finlon, chime.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar: Trevor Lee, registrar.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Manitoba Representative: Ron Vert, manitoba.area7@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 7 (MN, ND, SD, WI)

AREA 7 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 7 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area7.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/HandbellMusiciansArea7

Save the date!

ANTHORNIS
2026

Emily Li, clinician

Westwood Lutheran Church
St. Louis Park, MN

October 30-31, 2026 
 

For those who want to ring more  
challenging music

area7.handbellmusicians.org/ 
anthornis-2026

GEARING UP FOR FESTIVAL 2026
Area 7’s next Festival Conference will be upon us in just 
a few short months. If you’re joining us “Down by the 
Riverside” this summer, now is a great time to get on the 
boat. Don’t miss these important details:
Registration ahoy!
As of February 11, registration for the event is officially 
open. Be sure to register early, especially if you’re 
interested in applying for one of the Specialty Choirs 
(Conference Choir or Bronze Plus) or living it up at 
Handbell Happy Hour the evening before the Festival 
begins.
Secure the hotel and save
Hotel reservations can be made from February 1 through 
May 23 with a special discounted rate at the Best Western 
Plus Kelly Inn Hotel, which is attached to the Convention 
Center. 
For registration forms, hotel discount link and all 
other Festival essentials, row on over to area7.
handbellmusicians.org/festival-2026.

DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE 
AREA 7 FESTIVAL CONFERENCE 

JUNE (25) 26-28, 2026 
RIVER’S EDGE CONVENTION CENTER 

ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA
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AREA 8 (IL, IA, KS, MO, NE)

AREA 8 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Lori Fenton, chair.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Nancy Blackwell, chairelect.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Chris Peck, pastchair.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Laura Kastens, secretary.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Tami Kofran, treasurer.area8@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
IA: Dick Crusinberry, ia.area8@handbellmusicians.org
IL (Central/Southern):  Chris Peck, ilcs.area8@handbellmusicians.org 
IL (Chicago): TBD, ilno.area8@handbellmusicians.org
IL (Northern): Beth McFarland, ilno2.area8.@handbellmusicians.org
KS: Amy Knudsen, ks.area8@handbellmusicians.org
       TBD, ks2.area8@handbellmusicians.org
MO: TBD, mo.area8@handbellmusicians.org
NE: Byron Jensen, ne.area8@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Lori Fenton, membership.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Education: Patrick Gagnon, education.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Laurie Austin, historian.area8@handbellmusicians.org 
Communications: Janelle Flory Schrock, communications.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Wendi Levitt, webmaster.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Financial Adviser: Stephen Swanson
Quavers Editor: Beth Ann Edwards, newslettereditor.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Events: Lori Fenton, events.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Handchimes: Nancy Youngman, chimes.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Registrars: Amy Knudsen, registrar.area8@handbellmusicians.org
                       Linda Ashley, registrar2.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Resource Librarian: Charleton Pendry, resourcelibrarian.area8@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 8 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area8.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ Area8Handbells

June 17-20, 2026 | La Vista, Nebraska 

Carlos E.  
Rivera Aponte

Registration opens after January 1, 2026
Check the Area 8 website for more details: area8.handbellmusicians.org

               

With clinicians

Kathryn Jurado

 Pre-Festival  
Bronzefest Ringing Track

 Pre-Festival  
Directors Seminar

 Classes
 Massed Ringing
 Concerts
 Shopping
 Networking
 Scholarships Available

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Area 8 Festival
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BOARD 
Chair: Stephanie Rhoades, chair.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Amy Epperson, chairelect.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Mark Arnold, pastchair.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Stephen Wurst, secretary.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Jeanne Christopherson, treasurer.area9@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
OK: Sheryl “Bob” Martin, okrep.area9@handnbellmusicians.org
TX-South:  Cyndi Erp-Long, txrep1.area9@handbellmusicians.org 
TX-North: Brittney Axton, txrep2.area9@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Cylinda Areno, membership.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Education Co-Chair: Barbie Senkow, education.area9@handbellmusicians.orgorg
Education Co-Chair: Stacie Brown, education.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: John Staton, communications.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Member At-Large: Kari Daelke, boardmember1.area9@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 9 (OK, TX)

AREA 9 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 9 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area9.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ HandbelMusiciansArea9
Instagram: instagram.com/ area9handbells
Twitter (X): @Area9Handbells

TULSA, OK
Asbury Church
6767 S Mingo Road 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133
Clinician: Hart Morris

SAN ANTONIO, TX
University Methodist Church

5084 De Zavala Road 
San Antonio, Texas  78249
Clinician: Bob Avant

Handbell Musicians of America

20
26

Ri   g
Spring

Saturday, March 7
Tulsa and San Antonio

Spring Ring 2026 Repertoire
The following repertoire is  
to be prepared in advance  
of the Spring Ring event.

Exploration on DEO GRACIAS – L2+
Jason Krug,  2-3 oct. (GMH230033) or  

3-6 oct. (GMH350045)

Give Me Jesus – Level 3-
arr. Hart Morris, 3-5 oct HB  
with opt 3-5 oct HC – BEHB768

Joyeuse – Level 3-
Karen Buckwalter, 3-5 oct HB – BEHB799

Morning Light – Level 3
arr. Stephanie Berryman 
3-4 oct HB – FM203473;  
5 oct HB – FM20347

Bell Peal on Lasst uns Erfreuen – Level 3
arr. Sondra Tucker, 2-5 oct HB  
with 2 oct HC – JMG1457

Register NOW! 
$25/person if received by February 21

$35/person after February 21
Additional charge for lunch (optional) $12-15

(lunch orders must be received by February 28)
Table rental is $10 per 6 foot table

              Schedule:
8:30 a.m. Load in/set up/registration
9:00 a.m. Ready to ring
12:00 p.m. Lunch on site
2:30 p.m. Concert

Spring Ring
EVENT PAGE 

area9.handbellmusicians.org

Summit 2026
EVENT PAGE 

REGISTER NOW for Summit 2026
June 19-20, 2026

Massed Ringing and Classes 
Event begins Friday at 1 p.m.  

and concludes Saturday by 5 p.m.

Peace Lutheran Church 
941 W. Bedford Euless Road 

Hurst, TX 76053

Brenda Austin 
Clinician

Visit the Summit 2026 Events Page  
for the Massed Ringing Repertoire
All Ring, Intermediate  
& Advanced Divisions
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BOARD 
Chair: Tomi Kent, chair.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Corbin Rasmussen, chairelect.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Shelley Giaier, past chair.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Sharon Ross, secretary.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Ellie Hodder, treasurer.area10@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
AK: Caroline Valentine, ak.area10@handbellmusicians.org
ID: Jonathan Rose, id.area10@handbellmusicians.org
MT: Linda Hightower, mt.area10@handbellmusicians.org
OR: Heather Dixon, or.area10@handbellmusicians.org
WA: Julie Hunziker, wa.area10@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership Chair: Diane Hould, membership.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: Joann Wallenburn, communications.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Newsletter: Debra Pankaskie, campanologist.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Events Chair: Diane Barnes, eventschair.area10@handbellmusicians.org 
Education/Youth Chair: TBD, education_youth.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Joann Wallenburn, webmaster.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Social Media Editor, Sheri Roach, socialmedia.area10@ handbellmusicians.org

AREA 10 (AK, ID, MT, OR, WA)

AREA 10 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

AREA 10 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area10.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ HandbellMusiciansOfAmericaArea10

 

Registra�on is s�ll open 

April 16—19, 2026  Portland, OR 

An event focused on Coppers level 

musicians.  Visit coppersclassic.com  

43rd Annual Big Sky Handbell Fes�val 

April 24—25, 2026  Livingston, MT 

To register, go to: 

h�ps://area10.handbellmusicians.org/
area-10-events/ 

Fall Ringing Round-Up: A Success Story 
Following four recent in-person AREA conferences, each with only about 120 a�endees, the board 
started discussing ways to be�er support the ringers in AREA 10. To answer that ques�on we came 
up with a ques�onnaire that asked our ringers what they wanted in ringing events, how far they 
were willing to travel to a�end an event, and what they felt was a good length for an event. The 
link to the ques�onnaire went out to AREA 10 ringers on our e-mailing list (650 recipients), and we 
got a 25% response rate. The results were clear. Most respondents preferred an event with a lower 
registra�on fee, a dura�on of 1.5-2 days, a loca�on requiring no more than 3 hours of driving �me, 
and a focus on massed ringing. The board put its thinking cap on and came up with our newest 
AREA 10 “ALL” Area event. The inaugural Fall Ringing Round-Up was held the weekend of October 
17-18, 2025, in four different loca�ons around AREA 10.  Each loca�on was centered on a large 
ringing popula�on, so that driving �me would be less than 3 hours for most par�cipants. The loca-
�ons were Olympia, WA; Bend, OR; Spokane WA and Great Falls, MT. At each event we offered 
massed ringing, and we furnished the bells/chimes/tables and the music. No one needed to learn 
the music before the event. The event was open to choirs/par�al choirs and “orphan” ringers. The 
clinicians/conductors gave instruc�on in skills and musicality during the Friday evening workshop 
and from the podium as the music was learned on Saturday.  An informal performance concluded 
the event. Costs were kept low, and those who wanted to keep their music had the op�on to buy 
it. Results from a follow-up evalua�on indicated that the weekend was a success!   

Ringers liked the format and conductors, iden�fying 
some things that could be tweaked for next year’s 
event. 

AREA 10 has now altered its ALL-AREA conference 
schedule to include the Fall Ringing Round-up for two 
consecu�ve years. The third year will be a tradi�onal 
ALL-AREA summer conference, a gathering of the 
whole area in one loca�on. 
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AREA 11 (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)

AREA 11 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 

Chair: Anne Anderson Kelley, chair.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Sharon Schmidt, chairelect.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Past Chair: LeAnna Willmore, pastchair.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Sec/Treasurer: Jill Persichetti, treasurer.area11@handbellmusicians.org

SUB-AREA CHAIRS

Desert:  Nancy Roberts-Small, desert.area11@handbellmusicians.org 

Mountain: Andrew Smith, mountain.area11@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Events  Chair: Anne Kleve, events.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Communications: Sara Oedekoven, communications.area11@handbellmusicians.org

C.H.I.M.E Chair: Shirley Culp, chime.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Youth Representative: Magen Hansen; youth.area11@handbellmusicians.org 

Registrar: Lilly Hatch, registrar.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Camp Chair: Anne Kleve, camp.area11@handbellmusicians.org

Webmaster: Nikki Evans, webmaster.area11@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 11 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area11.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/area11handbells
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AREA 12 (CA, HI, NV)

AREA 12 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD 
Chair: Michèle Sharik, chair.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Marci Nuoffer, pastchair.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Kathy Arnold, treasurer.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Carol Flint, secretary.area12@handbellmusicians.org
STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
CA-Central:  Maggie Paton, cencal.area12@handbellmusicians.org 
CA-North: Cindy Ksiazek, norcal.area12@handbellmusicians.org
CA-South: Carol Pickford, socal.area12@handbellmusicians.org
CA-Far North: Nancy Schmitt, farnorcal.area12@handbellmusicians.org
SF-Bay: Marquise Usher, bayarea.area12@handbellmusicians.org
LA-CA-LA/OC/Ventura: Erik Der, LA-OC-V.area12@handbellmusicians.org
HI: Karen Carlisle, hi.area12@handbellmusicians.org
NV-North: Barbara Walsh, nv.area12@handbellmusicians.org
NV-South: Alison Pruett, vegas.area12@handbellmusicians.org
 

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: TBD, membership.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Education: Elizabeth Loebig, education.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Events:  TBD, events.area2@handbellmusicians.org 
Communications: Cathryn Griggs, communications.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Vendor Liaison: Fran Sanders, vendorliaison.area12@handbellmusicianns.org
Historian: TBD, historian.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Social Media: Harley Glenn, media.area12@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Gail Berg, webmaster.area12@handbellmusicians.orga

AREA 12 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area12.handbellmusicians.org	
Facebook: facebook.com/HandbellMusiciansOfAmericaArea12
Instagram: instagram.com/area12media	
YouTube: youtube.com/@area12handbellmusiciansofa52

Area 12 is going to Vegas! We 
invite you to Neon City Rhythms, 
a boutique handbell conference to 
be held June 18-20, 2026. 

We are thrilled to be under the 
fabulous direction of Michael 
Glasgow, who will lead us in 
divisional and massed ringing, as 
well as offering an optional one-day 

Director’s Workshop on Thursday, June 18th.

Thursday evening after the  first massed rehearsal, 
join friends and family for an optional excursion to The 
Neon Museum. Also known as the Neon Boneyard, the 
museum illuminates the cultural essence of Las Vegas 
by sharing iconic signage, diverse collections, and stories 
that define its vibrant past, present, and future. This is 
an opportunity to see Vegas history up close. Founded 
in 1996, the Boneyard provides a home for classic Las 
Vegas neon signage to be enjoyed.

Registration for the event opened February 1, 2026. 
Please check our website for more information. 
Registration includes participation in massed and 
divisional ringing, classes, and final concert. 

area12.handbellmusicians.org/ncr2026/

We look forward to seeing you there!
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