(CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT)

On March 8, 2025, Area 1 offered its first “Totally Tins”
workshop, an event designed to help even the most
beginning ringers create a broad palette of musical
sounds.

Clinician Abby Schoppe led an optional morning session
for those ringers who do not yet read music, leading
them through a number of pre-color-coded etudes to
introduce note values, rests, ties, and more.

In the afternoon, clinician Kimberlee Strepka introduced
participants to concepts from Laban Movement Theory.
Ringers applied the concepts of “glide,” “press,” “dab,”
and “punch” to two Level 1 and 1+ pieces of music.

Because most groups attended as full choirs, Tins-level
ringers were able to experience a true massed ringing
event - but without the stress of a public concert at the
end! 65 handbell musicians from Massachusetts and
Rhode Island (many of whom had never before attended
an Area 1 event) participated, and the feedback has

been unanimously glowing.

The Area 1 board anticipates offering Totally Tins as an

annual or biennial event going forward!

BOARD

Chair: Jennifer Stack, chair.areal@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Greg Urban, chairelect.areal@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Lisa Arnold, pastchair.areal@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Harriet Forman, secretary.areal@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Lauren Larson, treasurer.areal@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
(Cape Cod & Islands: Abby Schoppe, ma.areal@handbellmusicians.org
(T: Suzanne Neafus, ct.areal@handbellmusicians.org

Greater Boston/NH: Abby Schoppe, ma.areal@handbellmusicians.org or
nh.areal@handbellmusicians.org

Western MA: Audrey Pierce, westernma.areal@handbellmusicians.org
ME: Dana Humphreys, me.areal@handbellmusicians.org

RI: Jill Boday, ri.areal@handbellmusicians.org

VT: Kimberlee Strepka, vt.areal@handbellmusicians.org
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Area Spotlights

What's Happening in Your Area

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Festival/Conference 2025 Chair: Lisa Arnold, events.areal@handbellmusicians.org
Membership Chair: Susan Schultz, membership.areal@handbellmusicians.org
Education Liaison: Kristen Russo, educationliaison.areal@handbellmusicians.org

Communications/Historian/Newsletter: Amy Rollins, communications.areal@
handbellmusicians.org

Scholarships: scholarship.areal@handbellmusicians.org

Chime Loan Program: Meredith Gaines, chimeloaner.areal@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar: Susan Schultz, registrar.areal@handbellmusicians.org

Webmaster: Casey Spring, webmaster.areal@handbellmusicians.org

Website: areal.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/HMAarea1
Youtube: youtube.com/@areaThandbellmusiciansofam265



(NJ, NY, PA)

2025 AREA 2
FESTIVAL CONFERENCE

FEATURING

Michael Jason
Helman Krug

FESTIVAL MASTERCLASS
CONDUCTOR CLINICIAN

Kathy Ebling Sue
Shaw Garton

TIN TRACK FEATURED
CLINICIAN PERFORMER

Jung 27-2942025
Split Rock Resort -\Lake Harmony; PA

HTTPS://AREA2.HANDBELLMUSICIANS.ORG/AREA-2-FESTIVAL-CONFERENCE-2025/

BOARD

Chair; Sarah Hazel, chair.area2@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Billy Mild, chairelect.area2@handbellmusicians.org

Past Chair: Elizabeth Nowik, pastchair.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary/Registrar: Jean Coniber, secretary.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Shawn Gingrich, treasurer.area2@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Membership: Kathie Bittenbender, membership.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: Lynn Morgan, education.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Nancy Moore, historian.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Workshops/Mentoring: Gail Posey, workshops.area2@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: Jordan Allen, communications.area2@handbellmusicians.org

Website: area2.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/hmaarea2
Instagram: instagram.com/hmaarea2
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(DE, DC, MD, NC, VA)

BOARD

Chair: Kerry Johnston, chair.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Debbie Henning, chairelect.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Interim Treasurer: Christine Hildebrand, treasurer.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Board Member: Teri Gregory, boardmember1.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Board Member: Patricia Lane, boardmember2.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Board Member: Dottie Tweedie, boardmember3.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Board Member: Alan Payne, boardmember4.area31@handbellmusicians.org
Board Member: Neesa Hart, boardmember5.area3@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS

DE: TBD, de.area3@handbellmusicians.org

MD: TBD, md.area3@handbellmusicians.org

VA: Reggie Fox, va.area3@handbellmusicians.org
NC: Blaine Russell, nc.area3@handbellmusicians.org
DC: TBD, dc.area3@handbellmusicians.org
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Handbell Musicians® .
OFAMIERICA,J‘”

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Secretary: Marcia Payne Wooten, secretary.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Membership Chair: Sue Atkins, membership.area3@handbellmusicians.org
(Chime Loan Coordinator: Kath Wissinger, chimeloan.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Composition Contest Chair: Kevin Quick, kevin@highlandumc.org
Community Ensemble Liaison: Sarah Sheffield, live2ring@gmail.com
Education Liaison: Brian Seemann, education.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Karen Eggert, historian.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Scholarship Chair: Laura Blauch, scholarship.area3@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar: Gail Williams, gailwilltoo@verizon.net

Webmaster: Debra LeBrun, webmaster.area3@handbellmusicians.org

Website: area3.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/groups/90491126540/



MAREA 4 (FL, GA, SC, PR, BS, VI)

“ University of Puerto Rico — Carolina
https://Area4.HandbellMusicians.org

AREA 4 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
BOARD

Chair: William J. Murphy, chair.area4@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Carlos Rivera-Aponte, chairelect.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Jenny Freeman, pastchair.area4@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Suzanne Holton, secretary.area4d@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Mike Lamb, treasurer.area4@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS

FL: Katherine Lamb Chico, fl.area4@handbellmusicians.org

GA: Steve (oldiron, ga.area4@handbellmusicians.org

SC: Michael Lopez, sc.area4@handbellmusicians.org

Islands: Yaddira Molano Santiago, pr.area4@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Education Chair: Marcia Brantley, education.aread@handbellmusicians.org
Communications Chair: Katy Ellis, communications.area4@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 4 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area4.handbellmusicians.org

Facebook: facebook.comareadhandbells
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/@area4_HMA
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(IN, KY, MI, OH, WV)

Area 5 hosted the Columbus Spring Ring on April 25-26
which took place at the Greater Columbus Convention
Center in Ohio. Attendees of this event were guided by
Composer and Director Fred Gramann who holds degrees in
organ performance from Syracuse University and University
of Michigan. He has provided the handbell community
with many amazing arrangements throughout the years. He
previously served as the director of music for the American
Church in Paris and is also the honorary associate director
of the Raleigh Ringers. Over 600 individuals and choirs
attended throughout Area 5 including a few guests from
outside the Area.

BOARD

Chair: Jarod Ogier, chair.area5@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Shannon Hardiek, chairelect.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Jane Hicks Snow, secretary.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Sherri Stoffer, treasurer.area5@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS

IN: Linda Haddix, in.area5@handbellmusicians.org
OH: Cheryl Onesky, oh.area5@handbellmusicians.org
KY: Abby Wentzel, ky.area5@handbellmusicians.org

MI: Hannah Wheaton, mi.areal@handbellmusicians.org
WV:TBD, wv.area5@handbellmusicians.org

OVERTONES
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PINNACLE

Reaching Your Personai Height of Performance

(///Zém’;mn D)/ Showesses

Embellish Handbells
Thursday, July 10 * 6:00 PM

We are excited to announce that Embellish of Grand Rapids,
Michigan will be attending and performing at Pinnacle on

July 10th!

Under the Direction by Brenda Austin, Embellish has
delighted Michigan for over 25 years and we are grateful
to these ringers for representing Area 5 at this National
Handbell Musicians of America event!

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Financial Administrator: Linda VanDenBerg, finance.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Education Chair: Brenda Hayden, education.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Membership Chair: Lora Lee Curren, membership.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Communications Chair: Jonathan Martz, communications.area5@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Eleanor Coffin, webmaster.area5@handbellmusicians.org

Website: area5.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/area5HMA
Instagram: instagram.com/area5hma
Twitter (X): @area5hma



(AR, AL, MS, LA, TN)

-

BOARD

Chair: Gary Bynum, chair.areab@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Les Beaver, chairelect.areab@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Mary Caldwell, pastchair.areab@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Beth Wilson, secretary.areab@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Becky Price, treasurer.areab@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS

AL: Heather Batchelor, al.areab@handbellmusicians.org
AR: Lisa Hester, ar.area6@handbellmusicians.org

LA: Barbara Williams, la.areab@handbellmusicians.org
MS: Paul McGahie, ms.areab@handbellmusicians.org
TN: Carole Millard, tn.areab@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Neri Beaver, membership.area6@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Melissa Emerson: webmaster.areab@handbellmusicians.org

Website: area6.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064537908533
Instagram: instagram.com/handbells.area6
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(MN, ND, SD, WI)

For more than 40 years, Area 7 has been fortunate to have
a handbell music business in our midst. Norm Heitz started
selling handbell music in the early 1980s in Minneapolis,
MN. Through the years, the business grew and moved
locations throughout the Twin Cities, from a front porch to
church basements, to warehouses, and across town. Norm
loved handbells and was always ready to share a story when
we stopped by to get our handbell music.

Fast forward to 2010 when Norm joined forces with

Carol Scheel; together they formed a partnership. After
Norm'’s passing, Carol continued to grow the business. In

the past 15 years, Carol has brought Heitz Handbells and
Music to national, area, and local events across the country
where she shares her joy of handbells with all of us. Music
recommendations, singing bell batons, handbell themed gifts,
bell tree and small ensemble music, vintage music from days
gone by — and, of course, full ensemble music — are all at her
fingertips to help grow the handbell scene around the world.

Thank you, Norm and Carol.

‘and Musi®

Hei qggHandbells

Area 7 festival
“Down by the Riverside”
June 26-28, 2026
St. Cloud, MN

Clinicians: Carlos E. Rivera-Aponte, Jill Mahr, Jennifer Cadwell

Save the
date!

BOARD

Chair: Paul McKenzie, chair.area7@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Monica McGowan, chairelect.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Jennifer Cadwell, pastchair.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Deb Madel, secretary.area/@handbellmusicians.org

Treasurer: Theresa Jacobson, treasurer.area7@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS

ND: TBD, ndakota.area7@handbellmusicians.org

SD: Cheryl Ulmer, sdakota.area7@handbellmusicians.org

MN-North: Jordan Goodwater, minnesotanorth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
MN-Twin Cities: Akudo Omeoga, twincities.area7@handbellmusicians.org

MN-South: Paul Kingshury, minnesotasouth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
WI-North: Denean Smith, wisconsinnorth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
WI-South: Lisa Bourget, wisconsinsouth.area7@handbellmusicians.org
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Announcing

ANTHORNIS
2025

Amy Maakestad, clinician

Westwood Lutheran Church
St. Louis Park, MN
October 31-November 1, 2025

For those who want to ring more
challenging music

area7.handbellmusicians.org/events

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Membership Chair: Christina Herold, membership.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Publications/Newsletter: Jen Welch, editor.area7@handbellmusicians.org

Website Administrator: Paul Weller, webadmin.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Events Coordinator: Alanna Teragawa, events.area/@handbellmusicians.org
Youth Events Planner: Jessica Haeder, youthevents.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Dan Ahlman, historian.area7@handbellmusicians.org

C.H.LM.E. Representative: Michelle Finlon, chime.area7@handbellmusicians.org
Registrar: Trevor Lee, registrar.area7@handbellmusicians.org

Manitoba Representative: Ron Vert, manitoba.area7@handbellmusicians.org

Website: area7.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/HandbellMusiciansArea7



(IL, 1A, KS, MO, NE)

el TR

Amy Knudsen, Kathy Leonard,
and Janelle Flory Schrock are ready to
wrangle equipment!

Janelle Flory Schrock (McPherson, KS)

communications.area8@handbellmusicians.org

The team is looking for:

Volunteers to work before and during the event

Handbells & Handchimes & Foam, oh my!

Select percussion instruments
And a little bit more!

Benefits:

* Knowing you are assisting with promoting
the art of handbell ringing

. ‘ * One-year membership in HMA for loan of

3 octaves or more of bells or chimes
* Volunteers receive free meals during their shifts

* Meet new friends and handbell lovers

Kathy Leonard (Manhattan, KS)
kantink@ksu.edu

Amy Knudsen (Kansas City, KS)
ks.area8@handbellmusicians.org or Alknud1232@ gmail.com

BOARD
Chair: Lori Fenton, chair.area8@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Nancy Blackwell, chairelect.area8@handbellmusicians.org

Past Chair: Chris Peck, pastchair.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Laura Kastens, secretary.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Tami Kofran, treasurer.area8@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS
IA: Dick Crusinberry, ia.area8@handbellmusicians.org
IL (Central/Southern): Chris Peck, ilcs.area8@handbellmusicians.org
IL (Chicago): TBD, ilno.area8@handbellmusicians.org
IL (Northern): Beth McFarland, ilno2.area8.@handbellmusicians.org
KS: Amy Knudsen, ks.area8@handbellmusicians.org
TBD, ks2.area8@handbellmusicians.org
MO: TBD, mo.area8@handbellmusicians.org
NE: Byron Jensen, ne.area8@handbellmusicians.org

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Membership: Lori Fenton, membership.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Education: Lori Fenton, education.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Historian: Laurie Austin, historian.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: Janelle Flory Schrock, communications.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Wendi Levitt, webmaster.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Financial Adviser: Stephen Swanson
Quavers Editor; Beth Ann Edwards, newslettereditor.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Events: Lori Fenton, events.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Handchimes: Nancy Youngman, chimes.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Registrars: Amy Knudsen, registrar.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Linda Ashley, registrar2.area8@handbellmusicians.org
Resource Librarian: Charleton Pendry, resourcelibrarian.area8@handbellmusicians.org

Website: area8.handbellmusicians.org

Facebook: facebook.com/ Area8Handbells
OVERTONES
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AREA 9 (OK, TX)

Kristopher Jon
Anthony
Memorial
Scholarship
to Pinnacle 2025

Area 9 members can

apply on
our website.

FALL FANFARE

August 16,2025

Texas

First Presbyterian Church

Austin, TX

Oklahoma
St. Stephen’s UMC
Norman, OK

Rookie Ringers
Workshops
Reading Sessions
Director Sessions

CHIME LOAN
PROGRAM

s

Apply now and be

ready for the next
school year!

AREA 9 LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

BOARD APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Chair: Stephanie Rhoades, chair.area9@handbellmusicians.org Membership: Cylinda Areno, membership.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Chair-Elect: Amy Epperson, chairelect.area9@handbellmusicians.org Education Co-Chair: Barbie Senkow, education.area9@handbellmusicians.orgorg
Past Chair: Mark Arnold, pastchair.area9@handbellmusicians.org Education Co-Chair: Stacie Brown, education.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Stephen Wurst, secretary.area9@handbellmusicians.org Communications: John Staton, communications.area9@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Jeanne Christopherson, treasurer.aread@handbellmusicians.org Member At-Large: Kari Daelke, boardmember1.area9@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS

OK: Sheryl“Bob” Martin, okrep.area9@handnbellmusicians.org
TX-South: Cyndi Erp-Long, txrep1.area9@handbellmusicians.org
TX-North: Brittney Axton, txrep2.area9@handbellmusicians.org

AREA 9 WEB DIRECTORY
Website: area9.handbellmusicians.org

Facebook: facebook.com/ HandbelMusiciansArea9
Instagram: instagram.com/ area9handbells
Twitter (X): @Area9Handbells
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(AK, ID, MT, OR, WA)

Spring Wrap-up

There are just a few items to wrap-up this
Spring’s handbell events in Area 10.

Chime Loan Applications

for the 2025/2026 school year are due

June 30" For more information, and to

apply, visit: https://
areal0.handbellmusicians.org/chime-loan-program/

Bell Tree Composition Contest
Ll ¥ et

¥,  The entry deadline is
‘ May 31%. For more
information about the
contest or to give
your support to the
contest fund, visit:

https://areal0.handbellmusicians.org/2025-bell-tree-
composition-contest/

The winner will be announced on September 1st.

BOARD

Chair: Tomi Kent, chair.areal0@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Corbin Rasmussen, chairelect.areal0@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Shelley Giaier, past chair.areal0@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Sharon Ross, secretary.areal0@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Ellie Hodder, treasurer.areal0@handbellmusicians.org

STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS

AK: Caroline Valentine, ak.area10@handbellmusicians.org
ID: Jonathan Rose, id.areal0@handbellmusicians.org

MT: Linda Hightower, mt.areal0@handbellmusicians.org
OR: Heather Dixon, or.areal0@handbellmusicians.org
WA: Julie Hunziker, wa.areal0@handbellmusicians.org

Fall Ringing Round-Up

October 17-18, 2025 will be the inaugural weekend of

an ALL-AREA event that happens closer to “home.” This will
be an annual event held in the years between the NOW Trien-
nial AREA 10 Conference. Locations were chosen to be within
a 2—3-hour drive from the hometowns of ringers in AREA 10.

The event is designed to bring ringers together for ringing,
workshops and fellowship. The massed ringing will be stress
free with the Music provided at the event; NO having to learn
the music before the event, and with a workshop on Friday
night helping to build your skills. On Saturday, the group will
experience taking music from sight-reading to finished prod-
uct. The event is for individuals. Full Choirs are welcome. Join
the Fun and get to know the ringers in your “neighborhood”
of AREA 10.

WHERE: Bend OR, Olympia WA, Spokane WA, Great Falls MT,
Anchorage, AK

WHEN: Oct 17 at 7-9 pm, Oct 18 at 9 am - 4:30 pm
WHY: For skills-building, education and fellowship

Online registration opens June 1.
Registration fee: TBD

More details can be found at:

https://areal0.handbellmusicians.org/area-10-events/

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Membership Chair: Diane Hould, membership.areal0@handbellmusicians.org
Communications: Joann Wallenburn, communications.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Newsletter: Debra Pankaskie, campanologist.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Events Chair: Diane Barnes, eventschair.areal0@handbellmusicians.org
Education/Youth Chair: TBD, education_youth.area10@handbellmusicians.org
Webmaster: Joann Wallenburn, webmaster.areal0@handbellmusicians.org
Social Media Editor, Sheri Roach, socialmedia.area10@ handbellmusicians.org

Website: area10.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/ HandbellMusiciansOfAmericaArea10
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(AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)

Coming Up In Areall...

‘Tune-"Up

September 2025

Website Facebook

BOARD APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Chair: Anne Anderson Kelley, chair.areal1@handbellmusicians.org Events Chair: Anne Kleve, events.areal1@handbellmusicians.org

Chair-Elect: Lynne Storms, chairelect.areal1@handbellmusicians.org Communications: Sara Oedekoven, communications.areal1@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: LeAnna Willmore, pastchair.areal1@handbellmusicians.org C.H.LM.E Chair: Shirley Culp, chime.areal1@handbellmusicians.org
Sec/Treasurer: Jill Persichetti, treasurer.areal1@handbellmusicians.org Youth Chair: Tessa Taylor, youth.area11@handbellmusicians.org

SUB-AREA CHAIRS Registrar: Lilly Hatch, registrar.areal1@handbellmusicians.org

Camp Chair: Anne Kleve, camp.areal1@handbellmusicians.
Desert: Nancy Roberts-Small, desert.areal1@handbellmusicians.org amp thair: Anne fleve, camp.area H{@handbelimusicians org

Webmaster: Nikki Evans, webmaster.areal1@handbellmusicians.
Mountain: Andrew Smith, mountain.areal1@handbellmusicians.org ebmaster: NiKk Evans, webmaster.areaT@handbelimusicians.0rg

Website: area11.handbellmusicians.org
Facebook: facebook.com/area1handbells
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(CA, HI, NV)

June 1820, 2026: Area 12 Conference in Las Vegas, NV.
Join us in Las Vegas for three days of making beautiful music
together. Watch for more information this summer!

The Area 12 invites all composers to participate in the Area
12 Composition Contest for our 2026 Area 12 Conference

in Las Vegas, Nevada. Prize: $1500. Deadline: October 15:

2025.

The Handbell Musicians of America Area 12 Composition
Contest strives to expand the handbell repertoire with
interesting and accessible compositions while providing a
tool for learning and enjoyment at the Area 12 conference.
The winning submission will be appealing to a massed or
divisional choir and may include percussion and/or vocal
parts.

Composition contest applicants are not required to be a
member of Handbell Musicians of America (the Guild), nor
are they required to reside in Area 12 (California, Hawaii,
and Nevada), but Guild and Area 12 members will be allotted
additional points in the adjudication process.

Additional details can be found at: https://areal?2.
handbellmusicians.org/composition-contest/ or by contacting
Marci Nuoffer at: pastchairareal 2@handbellmusicians.org

BOARD

Chair: Michele Sharik, chair.areal2@handbellmusicians.org

Chair Elect: Scott McGlasson, chairelect.areal2@handbellmusicians.org
Past Chair: Marci Nuoffer, pastchair.areal2@handbellmusicians.org
Treasurer: Kathy Arnold, treasurer.areal2@handbellmusicians.org
Secretary: Carol Flint, secretary.area12@handbellmusicians.org
STATE/SUB-AREA CHAIRS

(CA-Central: Maggie Paton, cencal.areal2@handbellmusicians.org
CA-North: Cindy Ksiazek, norcal.area12@handbellmusicians.org
(CA-South: Carol Pickford, socal.area12@handbellmusicians.org

CA-Far North: Nancy Schmitt, farnorcal.areal2@handbellmusicians.org
HI: Karen Carlisle, hi.area12@handbellmusicians.org

LA-Metro: Erik Der, lametro.area12@handbellmusicians.org

NV-North: Barbara Walsh, nv.area12@handbellmusicians.org
NV-South: Alison Pruett, vegas.areal2@handbellmusicians.org

SF-Bay: Marquise Usher, bayarea.areal2@handbellmusicians.org

Being a handbell director can be a lonely endeavor. Directing
and teaching handbells are very personal acts because we put
ourselves out there emotionally and physically in front of our
choirs. Handbell directors often feel like they are herding cats!
Ringers and cats are both fiercely independent and have their
own agendas yet have must work together to ring musically.
In an ensemble where cooperation and collaboration are

of utmost importance, it can be daunting. Plus, you need to
know how to communicate with your ringers non-verbally

in order help them ring musically and connect the music to
those listening.

On February 8th in Walnut Creek, CA, a dozen hardy souls
showed up to a directors’ workshop led by Tessique Houston
and Barbara Walsh. Barb said, “It was wonderful to see
these ladies put themselves out there to be coached and
cheered on by this newly formed community. What a joy it
was to see them dig in and work with us and the ringers to
communicate how they wanted the music expressed! [ hope
they are all as proud of themselves as we are of them!”

Fernanda Van Atta participated in the workshop and reports,
“The directors workshop was a great place to refine my
skills, learn new things, and connect with other handbell
directors from around Northern California and Nevada. |
appreciated the opportunity to receive real-time feedback

on my directing and discuss other relevant topics such as
recruiting and rehearsal management.”

APPOINTED POSITIONS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Membership: TBD, membership.areal2@handbellmusicians.org

Education: Elizabeth Loebig, education.area12@handbellmusicians.org

Events: TBD, events.area2@handbellmusicians.org

Communications: Cathryn Griggs, communications.areal2@handbellmusicians.org
Vendor Liaison: Fran Sanders, vendorliaison.area12@handbellmusicianns.org
Historian: TBD, historian.area12@handbellmusicians.org

Social Media: Harley Glenn, media.areal2@handbellmusicians.org

Webmaster: Gail Berg, webmaster.area12@handbellmusicians.orga

Website: area12.handbellmusicians.org

Facebook: facebook.com/HandbellMusiciansOfAmericaArea12
Instagram: instagram.com/area12media

YouTube: youtube.com/@areal2handbellmusiciansofa52
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