to Dr. Dixie

Lift Every Voice and Sing

'Til earth and heaven ring

Handbells Used
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“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” also called the “Black national anthem,” recalls the prescence

of God admist a collecive and ongoing struggle for freedom. The three-stanza text was written
by Harlem Renaissance author James Weldon Johnson in the year 1900 and set to music by

his brother John Rosamond Johnson. Scholar of Black hymnody James Abbington maintains
that “it is a religious hymn, but has a deep and profound social, political and societal relevance.”

James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) John Rosamond Johnson (1873-1954)
arr. Mitchell Eithun
Broadly (J = ca. 70) “Lift every vo{)ce
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“Stony the road
we trod
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“God of our
weary years...”
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